Peace Action West Candidate Questionnaire

Nuclear Nonproliferation

1) The Future of International Nuclear Weapons Policy

A January 2007 op-ed in the Wall Street Journal, former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, former Secretary of State George Schultz, former Senator Sam Nunn and former Secretary of Defense William Perry called for a “world free of nuclear weapons” and urged the United States to lead an international effort to reduce nuclear weapons stockpiles. They argued for a multilateral, verifiable plan with strong enforcement mechanisms. President Obama has followed through on his commitment to negotiating a follow on agreement to the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) with Russia by early 2010. The president has also talked about pursuing a new series of negotiations with Russia for even deeper reductions in both countries’ nuclear arsenals.

Do you support negotiating with Russia for deep reductions down to 1,000 or fewer weapons in our arsenals? Do you support the larger vision of taking practical steps to reach the elimination of nuclear weapons? Please explain.

_____Yes


____No

Please Explain:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) A Nuclear Test Ban  

The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, first opened for signatures in 1996, would ban all tests of nuclear weapons.  The CTBT has been signed by 182 states, including Russia, China, Great Britain, Iran, Egypt, and France, and ratified by 151, including all of the United States’ other NATO allies. The CTBT’s entry into force awaits ratification by nine key countries, including the United States.

Do you support U.S. ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty?

_____Yes


____No

Please Explain:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) The Future of the U.S. Nuclear Stockpile

Proponents of modernizing our nuclear arsenal through the creation of new nuclear weapons, such as the Reliable Replacement Warhead (RRW), claim that as our current nuclear stockpile ages it becomes less reliable, therefore new weapons are needed. However, a 2007 study on plutonium released by a group of independent expert scientists, the JASON Defense Advisory Panel, provides clear evidence that our stockpile remains reliable. Proving that most U.S. plutonium pits “have credible minimum lifetimes in excess of 100 years,” this report undercuts the arguments in favor of new warheads. Even the oldest warhead in our current stockpile has at least 70 years of reliability left. A September 2009 JASON report on the Lifetime Extension Program affirms that the U.S. can maintain its existing stockpile, saying, "Lifetimes of today's nuclear warheads could be extended for decades, with no anticipated loss in confidence, by using approaches similar to those employed in LEPs to date." In 2009, Congress zeroed out funding for the RRW and President Obama did not include funding for RRW in his 2010 budget request. However, Defense Secretary Gates and some members of Congress support stockpile modernization and the program could manifest in a different form.

The National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) made new nuclear weapons production central to its plans to revamp and “modernize” the nuclear weapons complex. The Government Accountability Office estimated that new warhead production facilities producing newly designed warheads would cost at least $150 billion. The NNSA’s plan calls for funding the Chemistry and Metallurgy Research Replacement Nuclear Facility (CMRR) in Los Alamos. As currently proposed, the CMRR is a plutonium pit production facility that would significantly increase U.S. warhead production capability. Expanding U.S. warhead production capacity at a time when the U.S. is recommitting to its international obligation to work towards eliminating nuclear weapons will make it difficult to achieve U.S. nonproliferation objectives. With no need for new nuclear weapons, the rationale for these new facilities has been called into question.

Do you oppose new nuclear weapons such as the Reliable Replacement Warhead?

_____Yes


____No

Do you oppose changes to the nuclear weapons complex under NNSA’s “Complex Transformation” or “Complex Modernization” plan that would support new nuclear weapons production?

_____Yes


____No

Please Explain:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

U.S.-Iran relations

4) The standoff between Iran and the U.S. and its allies continues over Iran’s nuclear technology program. Unrest in Iran and the government’s violent crackdown, fueled by questions about the legitimacy of the June presidential election, have complicated U.S. policy. Currently the Obama administration maintains that it will stay at the negotiating table with Iran.

What diplomatic tools or approaches would you use to engage Iran over its nuclear program? Would you deal directly with Iran over its nuclear program and if so would you set any preconditions for negotiations? Under what circumstances, if any, would you use military means to deal with Iran’s nuclear programs? Please explain your answers.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5) Many members of Congress support bills that would enact broad unilateral sanctions on Iran, such as the Iran Refined Petroleum Sanctions Act, which would punish companies that sell refined petroleum to Iran. The Obama administration is reportedly considering more targeted, multilateral sanctions that would affect individuals responsible for Iran’s nuclear program (such as the Revolutionary Guard Corps) rather than the broader population.

Do you support sanctions against Iran? If so, what kind (broad, targeted, unilateral, multilateral, etc.)? Please explain.

_____Yes


____No

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The War in Afghanistan and the “War on Terror”

6) President Obama recently announced plans to send an additional 30,000 troops to Afghanistan. The RAND Corporation noted in 2008 that of all the terrorist groups that have ended since 1968, only 7% were defeated by military force, while the majority were defeated through policing and intelligence or political reconciliation.

Do you support the escalation of troops in Afghanistan? In general, do you support the use of military force against non-state terrorist organizations? 

_____Yes


____No

Would you consider voting in favor of legislation that would exercise oversight of the military mission in Afghanistan (i.e. requiring development of an exit strategy or setting a timeline for withdrawal of U.S. troops)?  Please explain your answer.

_____Yes


____No

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) President Obama’s strategy emphasizes the need for a civilian surge as well as regional diplomacy. Funding, however, has disproportionately favored the military approach, with less than 10 percent of overall resources going to civilian efforts. 

Do you support shifting the ratio of funding to favor greater emphasis on civilian engagement in Afghanistan?  What type of non-military programs do you support for stabilizing Afghanistan (development, aid, diplomacy)?

_____Yes


____No

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8) Air strikes that have killed civilians in Afghanistan and subsequent anti-American protests demonstrate the perils of using air power in civilian areas. The air strikes have plunged many families into poverty and increased resentment of the United States, contributing to instability. Pakistani authorities report that drone attacks in Pakistan since 2006 have killed 14 Al Qaeda leaders and 687 innocent civilians.

Do you support air strikes and drone attacks in Afghanistan and Pakistan? Please explain.

_____Yes


____No

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9) Foreign Assistance and National Security

Efforts are currently underway in Congress and the administration to modernize U.S. foreign assistance, including a potential rewrite of the Foreign Assistance Act. Some of the goals of these efforts include increasing capacity, reestablishing civilian control of humanitarian and development efforts, and increasing accountability and transparency—in the service of the larger vision of making foreign assistance a central pillar of U.S. foreign policy. What do you see as the future role of foreign assistance in U.S. foreign policy? Would you support efforts to increase resources for development and elevate foreign assistance to better balance reliance on the Defense Department in U.S. interactions with the global community? Would you support a rewrite of the Foreign Assistance Act?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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