Potrero Planning Group Meeting of January 11, 2007

Transcribed by Jan M. Hedlun

janwrites2005@yahoo.com
Note:  These are not the official minutes of the meeting.  This is the entire transcribed meeting.

Please forgive the notes or any misspelling of names.  I have done the best I could, transcribing from a tape of the meeting.  Some of the question, sentences or statements were lost in the mixture of voices.  Even thought I was at the meeting there were a few times I couldn’t tell whose voice was who.

PR or Potrero Resident or

FPR for Female Potrero Resident or

MPR for Male Potrero Resident.  

Sometimes there were more than one person speaking and I’ve added a number as well.

The participants that I recognized, or heard their name spoken were:
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Janet Wright
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Mary Johnson


Planning Group Member
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Jerry Johnson
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Emil Susu


Planning Group Member
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Jan Hedlun


Planning Group Member
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Mike Rubaclaba


Planning Group Member
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Planning Group Member
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Female Potrero Resident
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Male Potrero Resident


HK
Helen Cramer


Resident

EG
Elenor Gesler


Resident
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Carl Meyer


Resident

JE
Jody Elliot


Resident

RS
Ralph Stephens


Resident

ES
Eleanor Stephens

Resident

LV
Linda Vandever


Resident
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Roxane
Arispe


Resident

DR
Dania Raum


New Resident

DaR
David Raum


New Resident

JR
Jack Reider


Resident

SR
Shirley Reider


Resident

MB
Marilyn Boryla


Resident

EdB
Ed Boryla


Resident

DW
David Whitman


Resident

KH
Ken Hansen


Resident

The Meeting begins . . .

GH
Jerry.  Would you lead us in the pledge.

Pledge of Allegiance led by Jerry Johnson

GH
Will the secretary please call the roll.  (Noise as everyone settles down).  Folks, the meeting is in order.  No sidebars please.  The acoustics of this building are rotten.  So if you have a side conversation it really makes it difficult to hear.

MJ
Gordon Hammers.  (Here).  Janet Wright (Here).  Thell Fowler (Here).  Jerry Johnson (Here).  Mary Johnson – here.  Emil Susu (Here).  Eric Berger (Present).  Mike Rubaclaba (Here).  And Jan Hedlun (Here).

GH
Okay – have we sent around a sign in sheet for the public.

JJ
Not yet.

MJ
Let me give this to Emil . . .  (passing out a document)

GH
You are not required to sign the sign-in sheet, but if you don’t, under the rules of I-1, you’re not allowed to speak.  So if you want to speak at any time, please sign in.  And that’s for visitors only.  And when you do speak you need to identify yourself for the recording.

MJ
And if you would like to, put your phone number down.  

GH
Let’s start down here at the end of this table and introduce yourself.  If you don’t want to introduce yourself you don’t have to.

DR
My name is Dania Raum and we’re building a house right next door to you.

GH
Very good.

DR
I’m David Raum

DW
I’m David Whitman.  I live up on Harris Ranch Road across from Gordon.

EG
I’m Eleanor Gesler and I live up on Round Potrero.

HC
I’m Helen Cramer.  I live on Round Potrero.

GH
Okay – let’s start over here.

SD
Steve Davies.  I live up on Round Potrero.

CM
I’m Carl Meyer.  Highway 94.

JE
Jody Elliot.

RS
Ralph Stephens on Hartley Hill Road.

ES
Eleanor Stephens.  Hartley Hill Road.

MB
Marilyn Boryla.  Horizon View.

EB
Ed Boryla.  Horizon View.

KH
Ken Hansen.  Coyote Holler.

JR
Jack Reider.   Round Potrero.

SR
Shirley Reider.  Round Potrero.

GH
Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  We have the opportunity for the public to address the Board on any subject within its purview that is not on its agenda.  Anybody have anything they would like to bring up?  Okay.  Eleanor?

HC
Helen.

GH
I’m sorry.  Helen.

HC
This goes back to the last meeting and the discussion of the containers.  I just want to add something from my own experience.  I got a thing in the mail that says “You drew Permit #, who was the contractor, is it finished, etc.  We didn’t do any construction.  So I called and of course, the number at the top, they refer you to El Cajon after January 2nd so I had to wait.  And I called El Cajon, and asked for Steve who happened to answer the phone, and I said, “What is this about a construction permit that I pulled?  I certainly don’t remember pulling one.  There’s some kind of error.”  And he checked and he said, “Well that was for the container.”  I said, “I don’t own a container, I have had to pay to get it there.  I have had to pre-pay for it to go away.  And I have to pay monthly for the use.”  8 x 20 feet.  And he said, “Well what we normally do is add $4,000 value to your property for a container.”  I said, “I don’t own it,” and he said, “Well, regardless.  For that size container we add $4,000 to your assessed value.”  And I said, “Then what?”  And he said, “Well, when it goes away we can take that back off.”  And I said, “That just doesn’t make any sense to me.”  And he said, “That doesn’t make any sense to me, either.”  He said, “Let me have your name and number and I’ll write a note to myself,” and he said, “please, when it does go away, contact us.”  $4,000 for a rented container being added to your property value.

TF
No.

JJ
That is totally ridiculous.

HC
Well, that is what they wanted to do with me.

TF
When you rent, you don’t own.

HC
That’s right.  It sits there.  It adds to your value.

EB
Once again, it’s the County Planning Department that does not know what they’re doing.  The left hand doesn’t know what the right hand is doing.  They are so confused.  And it’s frustrating.

JJ
Plus the supervisor’s don’t know what they’re doing.  Do we want a motion to send somebody a message?

GH
No.  This is strictly informing the Board of . . . this is not an agenda item so no vote.  Okay, Thell.

TF
Day before yesterday, the San Diego Union called me up and talked with me on my cell phone about the containers and . . . (couldn’t make out first part of this sentence) ‘cause I’ve been to a couple of the meetings down there, and we made a protest of rewriting the instructions and she told met he new instructions were written the 21st.  I haven’t seen them and I don’t know what it is but I definitely want to go down and talk about it.  Cause anything that’s portable s’not supposed to be taxed.  So I’ll bring this up when we go down and talk, I’ll go down to the conference again, I’ll bring that up.  I’ll make a note to myself and ask them about that.  Cause anything portable is not supposed to be taxed.

HC
Yeah, but I guess that they figured they can put it on you they can take it . . . that’s why . . . 

TF
Okay, and I’ll bring up the part about you renting it.

HC
Yeah – it’s rented.

TF
Cause If you rent a car are you gonna pay taxes and license on it, too?  Anyway.  That’s what happened the other day.

GH
Okay.  Jack.

JR
I think the whole crux is you get the people who aren’t maintaining their containers to get rid of them, basically by taxing them.  I think what they need to do, if they’re really serious about that, is to make an ordinance, regarding it.  Not taxing it.  

TF
They are Jack.  They’re writing one up.  When they first came out they wanted to put it 50 foot from any boundary line on your property and they’re talking about the eye soreness of them and so we brought it up, even went along with it, said they put it at the same restriction as your dwelling.  If its 8 foot or 6 foot from your property line cause if somebody got a ½ foot or ¾ acre and you put it 50 foot from your boundary line its out in the middle and it’s really an eyesore.  So that was not bound and the only place they’re not going to put any containers, allow any, is any historical site.  So those are going to be outlawed.  Any in historical towns.  

GH
Did I see a hand down here?

DR
This isn’t about containers.  I just want to make a general comment about Blackwater.  Is this the proper time?

GH
Well, Blackwater is on the agenda so . . .

DR
Okay.

GH
It’s not appropriate at this time.  Okay.  We had some additional folks come in.  Would you identify yourselves please?

LV
I’m Linda Vandevere

GH
And where do you live?

LV
I live on Horizon View.

RA



I’m Roxane Arispe and I live on Horizon View.  

GH
Very good.  Carl?

CM
Yeah.  Do you still the voting in writing before you (couldn’t hear rest of sentence).

GH
It depends on the motion.

CM
The standing rule says you should have it in writing before you come to the meeting.

GH
Okay.  What’s your point?

CM
The last meeting . . . the last motion about Blackwater I couldn’t hear it all, (couldn’t’ hear rest of sentence).

GH
Okay.  

CM
Put it in writing and then we could all see what it entailed.

GM
Some motions are that way.  Some motions aren’t.  Depending upon whether it’s dealing with something that’s already written up or whether it’s something that’s not written up and needs to be explained.  

JH
Being new at this, can I interject?  Since I wasn’t able to be here due to a class I had already established, it was voted on and I didn’t’ even get a chance to look at it or review it and Mike wasn’t here, either and when I was reviewing the tape the, all of the conditions that everyone was talking about were just casually tossed out and nothing seemed like it was really established, nor were a couple of issues that I wouldn’t mind seeing on, like an oversight committee, put on there.  So I didn’t even - being new, into this, and not even knowing that I was able to be on the Board at that time I didn’t get an opportunity to vote and I would have liked to have seen it in writing so I could review it and be able to vote on it.

GH
There are no proxy ballots

JH
What’s a proxy ballot?

GH
You have to be here to vote.

JH
Okay?

GH
So if you’re not here you’re not here and there’s nothing we can do about that.  That follows policy I-1.

MJ
In my minutes, I had written down, basically what the discussion was and what the motion was and I could read that for the rest of the people here if you would like.  A motion from the Planning Group moved by Thell Fowler, seconded by Emil Susu was to recommend that the Round Potrero Ranch Property is an acceptable site for a possible Blackwater Training Facility with the following conditions:  that a noise check be done involving locals to determine acceptable sound levels.  Is that sort of, you know, I mean there’s a lot going on as far as just to pinpoint the exact words but does that seem reasonably close to what we . . .

GH
Yes   Also the County sent us a document where we wrote down the conditions of our acceptance vote.  That is a public document available from the County.

CM
I’d like to add that in the here’s the rule and it says that it has to be in writing and it has to be in writing.  Not for a simple housekeeping nature, emergency  or . . . 

GH
Carl.  Thank you.  It was in writing.  A copy of it is with the County.  It is a public document.  

FPR
Is there any rules or regulations . . . immediate surrounding area be notified prior to anything taking place.  Out on Horizon View, Round Potrero, nobody’s been advised, up until last month, that anything was taking place.

GH
That’s right.  They submitted their application last month.  So you got the . . . 

FPR
There’s been no notification other than the fact that I happened to get the Potrero Hotline.  Not everyone gets that in the Valley.  

GH
Well, they have to start someplace.  Before they turned in their application they did come to this Board.  It was in the Hotline, it was a public notice put up.  Now, they have a close to a two year process that they’re going through.  We’re just at the beginning.  You got in at the beginning.  How much sooner can you get in than in the beginning?

FPR
Well, my question is should their not be an official mailing, (couldn’t make out words) proportionate elevation . . .

GH
They sent out mailings . . . the County required that they send out mailings to the surrounding property owners within such a distance.  

FPR
That happens to be myself.

GH
Okay, now they tripled that distance on their own.  Which they were not required to by the County rule but they did.

MPR
(Couldn’t make out first word) about 900 feet.

GH
Yeah.

FPR
I still have not received anything and I’m within . . . .  

GH
Well, then you’re outside the area that they mailed to.

HC
Well, I got an 8 ½ by 10 piece of paper with the overview map of this on it, cause that really shrinks down to 800 some odd acres.  No description whatsoever.

FPR
And I didn’t get anything and I live closer than she does.

GH
Well, I don’t know who all they mailed to; where they got their list from, but I do know they went way beyond what they’re required to by the County.  That’s all I can tell you.

FPR
How can I . . . (someone spoke up and obscured her question)

GH
It’s a public document.  You can go to the County and get a copy.

FPR
You’re talking Kearny Mesa and I don’t drive.

JH
We can work something out.  Someone will . . . 

GH
Possibly somebody else that has a copy can split a copy with you.

FPR
Do you have a copy of it?

EG
I don’t know what you’re dis , , , information from because everyone on Round Potrero is affected.  By the traffic.  And we’ve had nothing!

GH
If you go by the County rule and there’s hardly anybody within the required distance of the County  . . . now Blackwater did triple that and sent out a mailer.

FPR
What property, what boundary line are we talking about because at that corner of that property is less than 900 feet.  Are you talking about 900 feet from the main entrance?  Or all property boundaries?

GH
Should be all property boundaries.

FPR
Okay, well that they did not acknowledge because I sit right on the back edge.

GH
Okay, uh, well you can certainly go to the County and complain about it.

FPR
So this all has to be done via going to the County . . . ?

GH
Call Blackwater and have them send you a copy.

FPR
couldn’t hear her comment.

JH
I do want to finish this on the written resolution.  I have the Standing Rules from 2001 and it says “That requires all resolutions other than those of a simple housekeeping nature, emergency or late breaking items be submitted, ahead of the meeting in written form to each board member in order to adequately inform each board member of the nature of the resolution and allow more time to thoroughly study the issue and allow time to offer amendments and improved wording.   Reiterated that any resolution needs to be presented in written form and any board member is free to do so.  It was suggested to post draft resolutions at Post Office for the general public to view.”  

GH
Okay.

JH
So this is the Standing Rules that was established by the Potrero Planning Group beginning in ’98.

GH
that’s correct.

JH
So I feel it that it wasn’t followed.  

GH
Well, you’re wrong.  Because what we were acting on is documents that the County gave us.  And it was simply a yes or no, and under what conditions.  The County sent us the form, we discussed it, it was on the agenda, it was reviewed, the representatives of Blackwater were here, questions were asked by the public, and we answered the form that the County had sent us.  And that’s what the resolution was.

JH
Even though this says any resolution.

GH
We did not come up with new material.  This board did not create anything.  It acted on stuff that the County had given us.  That’s the difference. Okay, we have the minutes of the last meeting.  Each Board member has a copy.  And do we have any corrections or additions to the agenda?  

JH
I have a correction.  My last name is spelled with an “N” not an “M”.  

MJ
That would be “lun?”

JH
Yes

MJ
Okay – I’ve always spelled it the other way.  Sorry.

JH
That’s all right.

MJ
Do you want me to read these for the people that are here or do you just . . .? 

GH
What’s the desire of the Board?

TF
Read the minutes?

GH
Okay.

TF
I mean is that what you’re asking?

GH
Read or accept?

TF
I accept it as it is.  I make a motion to accept it as it is.

GH
Okay.  

EB
I accept them as they are.

GH
Accepted as corrected.  Okay?  All in favor?

Consensus.

GH
Opposed?  Carried.  Review of correspondence.  The . . . I received from the County the update of the traffic element for General Plan 2020.  Basically what it says is Potrero Valley Road from Highway 94 down to Park; Potrero Park Drive is designated 2.3 C, as in Charlie.  The rest of Potrero Valley Road is designated 2.2 E and Highway 94 is 1.1 B.  And they’ve got the matrix here as to what those items mean, so 2.3 C is designated as a minor collector: two lanes.  It says road capacity:  this road segment will operate at an acceptable level of service with the proposed classification.  That was their finding.  2.2 E is almost the same.  Let’ see, uh, light collector, two lanes.  And they, they’re finding was – road capacity:  this road segment will operate at an acceptable level of service with the proposed classification.   So it’s all mother love and apple pie.  

JJ
Yeah

GH
And it means nothing, but the bureaucrats had a lot of fun doing it.  I do have maps here.  Let’s see, I do believe there’s a copy here for each Board member.   

JJ
What did they say about Highway 94?  Nothing or . . . ?

GH
Yeah – that was B – pass that on down to Jerry and Mary.  And we have the updated, in the same mailing, the August 2006 map of the area showing the lot sizes and that type of thing.  All that came in the mail.  If you’d like to see this after the meeting I’ll stick around for a little while and in fact I’ll put it out here on this table.  Feel free to take a look at it.  If you can identify your property, you can see what it’s designated.  Okay that brings us down to discussion and possible action and, uh, seating of new members and Jan . . . and your name is spelled right,

JH
Thank you.

GH
And welcome to the board.

JH
Thank you very much.  

GH
Do you want the envelope just in case it’s raining after the meeting . . .?

JH
Yes, please.

GH
Election of officers for 2007.  Do we have any nomination for chair?

JJ
I recommend we keep the same . . . I was going to say we do the whole board the same.

GH
Do we have a second?

EB
I second.

GH
Discussion?  Maybe on the nominations?  Are we ready for the question?  All in favor?

Consensus.

GH
Opposed?


Carried.


The formation of a Blackwater Noise Test Committee.  

MJ
Was that for the whole board?

JJ
The whole board.

GH
Yeah.  That was Jerry’s motion.

EB
(To Mary) you’re stuck.

MBM
It was open for discussion.

JH
Did you want out?

MJ
Would somebody find me a new pen?

JH
Do you want this one?

GH
Blackwater has agreed to allow the community to conduct its own live-fire noise test with certain restrictions.  And they have pointed out that this will be a worse-case noise test because it will . . . the shooting will not have the 10 foot high berms, with the sound absorption coatings, and we have the drawings here of where the shooters will be and they are under a covered canopy, and the whole shooting range is covered by a berm and there is only one place that they can get in and so there is additional noise buffering.  But they have allowed us to, agreed to, allowing a live-fire noise test.  They will set it up with the current property owner to allow it to be done under controlled conditions.  They have a, the requirement that the shooters have to be either past or current law enforcement of some kind and have their own firearms.  Preferably 9 mm or equivalent.   I’ve been thinking about asking Frank Ortmeyer, if he would be the squad leader for the shooting and then we need to have a lot of observers.  We would have some down at the shooting,   they’re going to set up some bales of hay, and shoot into the bales of hay.  At least that’s the tentative plan.  In the approximate location that the ranges are scheduled to be located.   What we want to do is have people all over the community, listening at the appropriate time.  Even radio communications between them and the observers around the community and the shooters down at the firing point.  So we’re going to need somewhere around 7 shoots and 20 or so observers.  In fact, anybody that wants to be an observer can be an observer.

JJ
Shooters are limited to just law enforcement, ex-law enforcement?  

GH
Current or past law enforcement.  That is because of the liability to the company of shooting and it has to be people that understand the strict firing protocols that are observed on firing ranges.

JJ
Can be past military or anything like that.

GH
if they’ve got the appropriate credentials, yes.  But, not just anybody can shoot.  And it has to be their own firearms.

JJ
Will they produce the ammunition?

GH
There is a possibility of that.  Mary you had a question?

MJ
Does the shooter, the seven or so – those that will be shooting, do they have to be people that live in Potrero or can they be people that are in law enforcement that do not live in Potrero that live in San Diego?

GH
He was talking bout possibly talking to the San Diego Gun Club coming out and there were some problems with that.  I personally think that it would be better if it were local people because, I feel better if people like the Ortmeyers, or other people who live here and are past law enforcement, if they do something they know what they’ve done and when all the hearsay starts happening and people start trying to distort the facts we have local people that know better.

JJ
Do we have enough, though?

GH
Yes.  Well, let’s put it this way, there are enough people in this community that are qualified.  Whether they are willing to participate or not is another matter.  I haven’t had people come forward and put their name on the list yet.  Jack.

JR
Do they have a timeframe or a date certain that they’re going to do this?

GH
No.  They want us to schedule it and coordinate with them.  I’m thinking of probably somewhere in the latter part of March.  From a practical standpoint.  Here and then we’ll go over here.

DR
I have a question about the type of ammunition that will be used.  Was Blackwater clear about what ammunition they would be using and would we be using the same?

GH
They talked about furnishing ammunition for 9mm’s.  Now, if somebody has a. 40 caliber, which is about the same as a 9mm, that is – they can’t furnish everybody all the ammunition.

DR
No no.  I’m talking about the noise level.  Because, I really apologize I wasn’t here at the other meetings.  I was unaware that they were taking place, so I can’t speak about . . . but just the last couple of days I went over, and checked our what Blackwater does, and the type of ammunition that they use in general and obviously it may not be the same here but what they use in North Carolina that’s like the ammo and stuff, and the explosives that they use it’s pretty daunting.

GH
No explosions.

EB
No explosions.  The largest handgun will be 9mm which are lower velocity, and the largest rifle ammunition with be 

ES
.556.

EB
.223 caliber; the M-16 size round.  

DR
Right.  Now what would prevent them from changing their minds down the line.

MBM
Space.

EB
They’d have to get another Major Use Permit.  

GH
Okay - I’ll elaborate on that in a minute but I saw some hands over here?

LV
Are you going to have 9 people come down there and shoot, or seven – when they have that Is that just gonna be that amount – that nine people can only shoot at one time?  

GH 
If there’s a desire to have 20 shoot . . . 

LV
What about the sound being more?  20 people shooting instead of 9 people shooting.

GH
Not necessarily.  

TF
It’s a range of, even when somebody fired one shot you can hear about the same distance some like two of ‘em fired the same shot.  The noise travels just about the same.  It’s more distinct.

FPR
It ricochets off those mountains and those hills and those . . .

MBM
They’re all going to that size caliber with berms and the roof.

TF
In a minute you’ll get to see the map here . . .

GH
We’ll talk about.

TF
No ricochets.   You’ll see what they set up.  

GH 
She’s probably talking about noise reverberation.

TF
Oh the noise.  Oh, excuse me.

RA
We get the sound from the shooting range down at Barrett Lake and it’s just like in my backyard so.  Those are only two or three people and the sound level changes  , , , 

GH
We’ll be discussing that shortly.  Emil?

ES
I also hear the range from Barrett.  It’s not Barrett Lake it’s in Dulzura and the reason we hear it is because we’re level with the range.

RA
No, this is another one.  I know the people who have it.

ES
Okay, and that guy down at Barrett Lake; which they’re looking for him because he’s using a .50 caliber.  

JJ
.50?

ES
Yeah.

RA
He’s ex-military and he allows his son to, and his son’s friends to (couldn’t hear the rest of her sentence).

DaR
How will you record this?  Will you use like a decibel recorder?  

GH
I don’t know if there will be a decibel recorder there or not.  They’ve already satisfied the County noise abatement requirements.  The County’s requirements are not necessarily the same as what the community would like to see.  

DaR
So, if there is any wind will you cal off the shoot?  If there’s a north wind I don’t think we’d hear it.

GH
That’s correct.  We will pick the conditions and bear in mind this is going to be a worse case scenario because, if you look at the plans and I really want everybody to look at these plans, I’m going to put them on the other table for the moment.  First of all, the ranges will be completely surrounded by a 10’ berm.  Not only that but the shooting areas are covered.  The only way into the shooting range is … you can look at these and pass them around . . .  

SD
Are all the ranges basically going to be pointing in the same direction?

GH
Yes.  They are all pointed to the . . . I believe it’s to the east and maybe slightly north.

JJ
to the northeast right now.

GH
They’ll basically be shooting out into the . . . the direction of the noise will be towards the National Forest.  Or slightly north of there.  

SD
Away from all Potrero.

GH
Correct.  And that was designated early on.  So that the fact that the shooting area will be covered, and the shooting area will have a 10’ high berm around it, not only that the berms are granulated rubber coated.  Ground tires, probably, something like a foot thick, so and it’s set up that they will be collecting the rounds on a regular basis.  The spent . . . and they’re doing a lot for environmental impact. The . . . so there’s no chance of ricochet.  There’s various types of noise abatement.  So our test would be a worse case test.  We have stated to them that particularly on quiet mornings, if somebody fires a gun at 8:00 am you can hear it all over the valley but by about 10:00 there’s enough of a breeze going to where you don’t hear much of anything.

JR
Are they going to allow us to use (couldn’t make out word).

GH
If we’re supplying our own ammunition, then we can use whatever we have.  But they’ve only agreed to possibly . . . and Brian had to, is having to check with his superiors, furnish their standard 9mm rounds that they use on the ranges at Moyock.  So, if you have a piece that uses 9mm, which is their standard issue, that’s fine.  But they’re not going to go out and buy special calibers for everybody.  

JH
I have a question. Would it be a good idea to have larger calibers as a . . . I can’t think of the word I want to use . . .

MBM
Worse case scenario?

JH
Thank you.  So hat if a larger caliber is heard versus the caliber they’re discussing?

GH
If you know anybody that has such a thing and they want to participate at the shoot at their own expense, then I can probably arrange that.  The . . . looking at these plans, and at their descriptions of what they are going to be doing, they are focusing on basically training law enforcement people in two areas.  And when I say law enforcement that includes customs officers, border patrol, sheriffs, police department, that type of thing, in San Diego County they have a very very dire shortage of available shooting times and places where these officers can maintain their weapons certification.  They are totally impacted up at Mira Mar.  Totally.  There just isn’t enough shooting range available up in San Diego County for all their officers to remain totally qualified.  The other thing that they’re going to be promoting is Code 3 driving.  They’re going to have a Code 3 driving track. Those are the two areas they are going to be offering, primarily to local law enforcement.  The – they are not going to be offering all of the special military stuff that they do at Moyock.  It just won’t be in the package.  They’re not going to be training foreign armies here.  It’s not in the package.  It’s strictly going to be a – they’ve got a niche market.  San Diego County needs places for their officers to stay qualified on both small arms and driving.  That’s what they’re offering.

SD
Gordon.  Do you plan on training government contractors (couldn’t make out last of sentence).

GH
When you say government contractors, could you be more specific?

SD
Government contractors like they’re sending overseas.  

FPR
Special units.

GH
They have that facility in Moyock, and they’re already looking at putting a facility in Illinois.  Right now they say that because of the number of circumstances, they’re probably not going to include that in the package here.  And when I look at the drawings I don’t see anything in there . . . 

MPR
They’re doing the same thing – it wouldn’t matter.

GH
Yeah.

HC
Aren’t they also planning on flying in people from other parts of the country?  And bringing them up on Round Potrero Road on Cloud 8 shuttle buses?  

MBM
Cloud 9.

HC
Hundreds of people?  

EG
That’s the big thing is the traffic?

HC
I’m very concerned about the traffic.

GH
There is no question about the fact that there’s going to be traffic, but remember that it used to be an obstacle course when the chicken ranch was . . .

EG
Yeah, but they weren’t running 160  . . . 

HC
Yeah, but I live up there and I never had a problem with the chicken feed truck drivers at all.  They were considerate.

EB
To reiterate what they said back in October, they plan on using small passenger buses, 25 person buses.  They will be in on Sunday afternoon, they will leave on Thursday evening, or Friday.

EG
What about the one’s that are coming daily?  Cause it says 200 . . . 

EB
There won’t be any daily, they’ll have barracks – living there.

EG
. . . count their numbers . . .

DR
What about the employees?

EB
Employees – we don’t know.

EG
60 employees, and 200 live in and 200 daily coming so that’s 160 daily – twice a day.

GH
We’re going to be talking about that in a little bit so this - as far as employees are concerned I’d like to hold that discussion for the other item on the agenda.

HC
But the chicken feed truck drivers were very considerate, good drivers; stayed on their side of the yellow line as they went around the corner and so on.

GH
Well, I know a few people that got run off the road by them.

EB
And they’ve never pulled over in a passing pull out.

HC
If you’d drove one of those you’d be leery of getting off the pavement into rough area . . . .

EB
No, on the paved area right by Tecate.  They wouldn’t pull over for you going down the hill, or coming up the hill.

HC
(couldn’t make out first part) . . . they pull over.

GH
Everyone is concerned about the traffic.  No question about it.  Everyone is concerned about the traffic . . .

HC
Construction traffic.  Look at what they’re going to build.  That’s a constant flow of construction traffic.

MBM
Yes, but it’s not forever.  It’s a temporary thing.

FPR
That’s twice a day . . . 

GH
It’s just a temporary thing.  The . . . but 

JH
They also haven’t mentioned the delivery vehicle for all the food and products and everything they’re going to be requiring.  That’s never been in the discussions.

GH
That’s correct.  And we will be getting more information on that as time goes on.  I want to remember everybody that this is going to be close to a two year minimum process for Blackwater just to get their hearing.  Just to get their hearing for the County to say yes or no.  It’s going to take them two years to get that far.

DR
I guess my issue is that the Planning Committee, the Planning Group voted in favor, 7 to 1, so early in the process.  

GH
No.

EG  
But you didn’t have a stipulation regarding the traffic.  

GH
That’s already stipulated by the County.  What we did – the county ordinance covers all that.  That wasn’t in our purview.  What we’re concerned about and what’s in our purview is the noise.

FPR
There’s going to be noise with the traffic.

GH
Yes – no question about it.  And we’re going to be taking every item of this project and scrutinizing it in great minutiae.  We’re going to be looking at the traffic flows, that type of thing, and coming up with it.  The additionally, we’re going to say okay – what if there was not this project there.  What if it was something else there.  And you have to understand that there’s going to be something there.  Whether it’s 40 acre ranchettes or what there’s going to be something there.

DR
I agree that it could be ranchettes, but with the general plan 2020 worse case scenario wouldn’t that be like 21 houses because 40 acre ranch . . . 

GH
Not necessarily.

DR
It’d be more than that?  They’d allow more than that?

GH
Over 5 acres you can have a second dwelling unit.

FPR
That’s not zoned for 5 acres.

GH
No – if you have over five acres.

ES
If look at a flat area, in a flat area it’s less than 40 acres per dwelling.  If it’s on a hillside it’s 40 acres or above.   But that is a whole valley right there.

RA
If it’s a flat valley, but somebody has to put in a road, water and electric, I mean . . . 

Lost the content due to general conversation.

GH
Okay folks, let’s come to order.  Mary you had your hand up, then Jerry.

MJ
 Well, talking about the traffic and the trip issues and the road issues.  I think that’s important.  And one of the things that I got from listening to the October meeting and to the December meeting is that with this particular business, and I’m calling it a business cause that’s what it is.  It’s just a different kind of business; they’re not weaving Navajo rugs, but they are the kind of people that will work with you.  If you have an issue that we want something done and that needs to be improved I think their could be mitigating situations that they would work with us, so that the community is not unhappy, disgruntled and put out.  No matter what you do or where you live there are going to be more people, more cars, more traffic, more quads, more noise.  That’s life. Unless we stop life, then it’s real quiet.

GH
Okay – Jack then Helen.

HC
Okay 

GH
Jack first.

HC
Pardon?  

GH
Jack first.

HC
Oh.  I’m sorry.

JR
Well that 40 ranchettes they’re talking about is only about 800 acre area but there’s a lot more open area up there.  500 acres here, and another 100 some acres there and so forth.  40 hundred and 40 at my estimation . . . 

GH
There’s twenty-one 40 acre parcels that is – the developer has his eye on if this doesn’t go through.

HC
Well the County has already said that Round Potrero is not adequate for this traffic and I asked if Blackwater was going to improve the road and he said no.  Some things he couldn’t say yes or no but this he said no on that.  So as far as working with the community the county is going to have to redo the road – not Blackwater.

GH
Okay.

DaR
Getting back to this noise thing.  You’re going to do the test yourselves, I question whether we are capable of doing a gun test unless you’re going to run 35 people down there, shoot for ten hours, and I mean, really, and start it up at 2 in the morning, and start it up at 4 in the morning. I mean, Blackwater does not train your local security guy from the mall.  These are bad dudes that are sent around the world and they’re tough. 

GH
In Moyock yes.  

DaR
Why not here.  Why could it not morph into something like that?  They will be much bigger than this area.  In 10 years, much bigger than Potrero.

TF
Okay, if they want to go different than what they are applying for they have to get another Major Use permit.  The permit is for the police officers not . . . 

DaR
Yes, but they will – these – I mean they’re tied tight to the government.  They can get and have whatever they want.

GH
Possibly they can.

DaR
 This committee may not even be possible standing in the way of that.

GH 
I don’t think we’re possible of standing in the way . . . our role is strictly advisory.

DaR
I just don’t understand the giddiness of these people coming into this . . . that’s . . . and I’m getting away from your noise test . . . 

GH
Yes.  You are.

DaR
And I’ll let that go but I don’t know that we are capable of conducting a noise test that has lasting validity.

GH
Just a couple of clarifications on this.  Okay Ralph – I’ll get to you in just a moment.

RS
You’ve answered one of my questions.  Sounds like the validity of the test.  I don’t think it will go anywhere.  Is this a feel-good test or what?  Because . . . 

GH
This is to satisfy the community to let the community here for themselves what shooting down in that valley sounds like.

DaR
In that pristine valley.  I drove down there the other day.  That’s a pretty, decent property.

JJ
But you don’t own it.

DaR
(couldn’t make out first part of sentence) that was a real surprise to me.

GH
Yeah, you know, what would be real good is if any of you have a few million dollars, go ahead and buy it and make it a preserve.  Okay?  But barring that it’s going to be developed for something.


And . . .

RS
Well, I think the Major Use Permit, if they do to bigger explosives, it will not be a new permit it will be an addendum to the Major Use Permit which is a short track.  

GH
If they go to what?

RS
If they go to something other than the firearms you’re talking about you will not start with a new permit.  They’ll have an addition to the existing Major Use Permit and that’s all and that will be a Fast Track operation.

TF
Okay - when the County was up here, if I remember right, when they came up here when Blackwater came up here, the County officials come up cause the new short track system, they’re applying for exactly what they’re applying for.  If they deviate they have to go through another Major Permit.  That’s what they said here. 

GH
That’s what I’ve been led to believe, too.  That’s what they tell us and tt’s a two year process.  We were told by the County that any deviation, any change to this permit will be another two year process. 21 months.

RS
Is that in writing?

DR
Once they’re in they’re in.

GH
Do I have any control over it?  No I don’t.  Okay - but I have to take their word for it and I know that the County is not the easiest people to get along with, if you’ve ever dealt with the County on permits.

DR
Unless you have the money on the palm of your hand.

GH
Maybe so.  Okay, Emil.

RS
I have a question.

GH
Emil had the floor and then I’ll get back to you, Ralph.

ES
Okay, first of all, I have shot down in the valley.  When Chuck used to let people in there I sighted my rifles down there.  Before deer season and nobody heard me, okay.  Okay.  That’s a hole in the ground.  Nobody hears nothing.  If you know the area you can only go so big on the type of weapons you can use in there.  It’s like a toilet bowl in there and the water’s the middle.  You can only go so many grains higher on the type of weapons you can use in there, okay.  The maximum they might be able to go is hand grenades.

MBM
No.

JJ
But they’re not going to do that.

ES
One second.  Okay.  Let me finish, okay.  Let me finish it.  If when it comes to the type of weapons, okay, hand guns, rifles, and maybe a hand grenade if they can get to the higher grain because that place doesn’t have that much (couldn’t understand word) impact if you’ve been down there.  So last month somebody brought up that they got a howitzer.  If you got a howitzer shooting down there you better buy Lake Morena because that’s where the round is going to land, okay?  I know it for a fact.  26 years in the Marine Corp in weapons, okay?  So all this is speculation of they’re going to do this, they’re going to do that.  That’s a small weapon training area, okay?  And when I been down there shooting nobody heard me.

JH
Well, you don’t know that, if the neighbors . . ..

ES
No . . . 

GH
No, I’m going to comment on that but first let me hear Ralph.

RS
Yeah, I just want to ask.  What’s wrong with 40 acre parcels?

EdB
You have daily traffic.

MPR
Daily traffic?  

RS
That’s right.  20 lots with how many . . . 40 cars and that’s minimal.

FPR
You have to sell them first.  How much property is for sale up here?

GH
We’re going to be talking about that in a moment.  A couple of things I want to really, really stress to you.  In talking to Brian about the traffic and the discipline of the traffic . . .  they are dedicated to maintaining discipline on the vehicles coming up here.  Bear in mind we’re talking that about law enforcement personnel coming up in vans, contract vans.  The . . . we’re not talking about 18 year olds that have just joined the service coming up and doing things, we’re talking about veteran officers and Brian stressed to me if there is any reckless driving or unseemly driving on Potrero Valley Road, report it to him and they will see to it that whoever is driving that van hears about it.  So, at least we have a mechanism to air our complaints.  

TF
He said that at the meeting.

GH
Yes, he said that at the meeting.  The other thing is in talking to him about the acoustics of the area everybody knows that you can hear a whole lot differently, y’know, 8:00 am and earlier than you can later in the day.  They are not going to be shooting before 9:00 am in the morning, but they will be shooting, in some cases after dark.  In the evenings.  There will be some nighttime shooting training for the law officers.  They are going to have an indoor range.  A, kind of a setting where popups come to the window and they have to make a split second decision as to whether it’s a child or do-bad or that type of thing.  That will be an indoor facility.  The . . . typically they will not be doing the shooting training themselves.  They will contract with the County of San Diego Sheriff’s Department will schedule in 30 or 40 deputies to come in and shoot to get qualified, they will bring their own instructor, their own ammunition, their own weapons.  There will be law enforcement weapons and ammunition and they will just be renting the ranges from them.  That will be probably 70% of the shooting.  Will be various agencies, US Customs, Border Patrol, Sheriffs Department, Police Departments doing that.  Brian has indicated that in these contract with these municipalities, and other entities there will be a strict understanding as to what they can and cannot do, traffic wise, shooting wise, etc.  So we’re talking about a controlled situation.  We’re not talking about somebody out in Long Potrero with a shotgun shooting any direction any time he wants to.  All sound has been designated to go a certain direction.  Its being baffled.  That type of things so it will only go that direction.  And . . . but this is why we said “show me:.  I want to know.  I want to be able to hear for myself what it sounds like on a worse case condition when people are shooting down that valley.  And that’s why I want locals to be witnessing the test.  And if that is insignificant than there should be even less.  So if you are interested in serving on that committee - Mary could you have a . . . circulate a piece of paper and title it Noise Committee and if you’ll put down your name and your phone number and circulate it and if you are a sh . . .  would like to be a shooter so indicate on the line.  Jack.

JR
I wonder how you’re going to control the bias that’s going to come with these spectators.  You’re going to have people on there that any type noise is going to piss ‘em off and they’re going to say keep away from there . . . 

GH
Well

JR
And you’re going to have the other people . . . 

GH
You’re always going to have that but that’s why I want to have more than one person listening.  I want to get a consensus.

EB
Jack, I’d say everybody seems to have a cell phone with a movie camera in it now.  I’ve got a video camera with good mike on it.  If you’ve got that kind of equipment, even just a tape recorder – take it with you.  You know.  Get it on tape.  We can see.

R
Everyone seems to be concerned about people’s comfort zone in outlying areas; I really feel that its pertinent to take into consideration the people that are living right in the, in the zone.  We are going to be impacted a thousand times more than people in the valley.  We happen to live in that area for very specific reasons.  We enjoy the peace and quiet.  The wildlife hasn’t even been taken into consideration on the noise level.  What’s that going to do to the sensitivity of their existence?  And we all know that there’s deer and mountain lion and bobcat and every other creature upon this earth so . . . 

GH
Not on the shooting ranges.

R
It sure as heck won’t be after they get shot at enough.  I sat in enough shooting ranges after going through sheriff’s training and police training – I know there’s adequate training facilities here.

GH
Well, you’re singing to the choir, okay. We all agree with you on that.

R
We don’t . . .they don’t take into consideration, the one thing I have not heard yet, and I’ve been waiting to hear it, all the Sheriff’s, the San Diego police, the Highway Patrol, all these offices of law enforcement all have one thing . . . to there availability and I have not even heard one iota of being put to use and that is a silencer.  There is nothing that they can insulate with; the insulation - all these berms and everything else are in existence now in other places.  Go and sit, just a few blocks away.  The people in Mira Mar are complaining horrendously; up in Pendleton horrendously, they already have this in existence.  You want to hear what 40 rifles going off at the same time – go sit up there for a couple of hours.  You’ll come back . . . 

GH
I think all of us in the military understand what you’re saying.  

R
I’m talking about general population.  Okay – most of the people don’t have an idea of what it sounds like. If its sensitive to our ears what’s it going to do to the wildlife?  We are gonna be impacted by additional animals coming into our area . . . 

GH  
Okay . . .

R
. . . trying to get our domestic animals on top of everything else!

GH
When the County has a hearing you can certainly go and express yourself at that meeting.

R
Is anybody else taking anything else into consideration?

GH
That is not in our purview.

DR
As a tag on to what you are saying I think – does this property butt up against Cleveland at all?  

GH
Yes.

DR
It does.  So is there not additional protection for wildlife on property that butts up against National Forest?  

GH
There is a significant buffer from the firing ranges to the National Forest.  These firing ranges are well within the boundaries of this property.  

DR
I see.  Okay.  But they can change the reconfiguration at any point I can imagine.

GH
Not without a Major Use Permit.

JH
I live on Potrero Park Drive and there is a proposal to put 8 homes on 72 acres adjacent to my property and when I called down to the County they said to write letters and they have to put them in the file.

GH
Right.

JH
So if you write letters now and you start establishing those questions now they have to look at them and review them during this entire process.

MBM
Correct.

JH
So instead of waiting until the hearing you can start having your say now, and start establishing those parameters before it even gets further along on the path.

FPR
The applications to even build a house out there you have to (couldn’t hear words) and all of a sudden these people are . . . 

Had to turn tape over.  Lost portion of comments.

TF
. . . and some of . . .we’ve been down there and they’ve been out here twice before they even applied for it so they’re not coming in cold turkey.  Like, I’ve done building permits I know what it is . .In fact, I started building a house without permit and begged them to take me into court, I begged them so they came out and gave me a permit.  But anyway – this is all, its not coming in cold turkey, and they’re all going trying to get all these here deals out, to get all these problems taken care of so it won’t take ‘em four or five years to get it done.  If they can do it.  That’s why all this here’s just a prelim.

GH
It’s going to cost them over $1,000,000 in engineering fees and that type of thing to satisfying the paperwork of the County of San Diego with no guarantees that the County is going to grant their permit.  The County could just as easily say no after they spent the million dollars and waited the two years.  

RA
You know, I’ve seen the County be bought.  By my ex husband . . .

GH
Let’s not go there.  Okay, let’s not make accusations about the County.  

RA
It’s not accusations its an observation – a direct observation.

GH
Okay.  You can make that as a personal opinion if you like.  

EB
Okay.  Two points.  Is there anybody here who does not ever go to the Post Office?  Because, okay, have a neighbor tell you if there’s anything posted.  Number two – this is a scenario of the lesser of two evils.  Has anybody here heard of FinisTierra?  Anybody heard of Finis Tierra?  Yes?  It’s Miller Valley.  And the deal was somebody bought Miller Valley for development.  They were going to put in 30 little McMansions.  It was a nice general plan.  The people bought it up and then they said, “Oh, we’ll change out minds on that.  We’ll dedicate the entire bottom of the valley as an equestrian and wildlife recreation area,” and the County said, “Okay, I guess you can put in 120 units there.

JJ
Yeah.

EB
So when we say 40 acre Ranchettes in the valley something’s gonna to happen and the County’ll come and “Oh, well, you only need 8 acres if you dedicate this bottom part as a park and suddenly there’s going to be 120 homes going in that we cannot control.  And I tell you what, if you live near a road, and they’re driving by every day, let’s say you’re a certain family that’s lived in the valley for 70 years but you got junk in your back yard, it’s unsightly okay, and they just call the County and the next thing you know is you’ve gotta put up a fence around 12 acres.  It’s gotta be a certain way, built a certain . . . and its going to make you bankrupt.  You’ve got seven horses on a half acre – well that’s against County rules.  You’ve got . . . and that’s what’s gonna happen.

SD
Just one person driving by.

EB
Yeah.  One person driving by will be pissed off at what he sees.

GH
Okay.  Thell, then Jerry.

TF
Okay, the average house, up and down the County, we was talking about, I been to a lot meetings on these road definitions and which our area was easy to do compared to a lot of these other commuters because they have a lot more roads and everything.  They figure 2 ½ trips per day per dwelling.  So, if they go 21 houses down there, let’s say they go 21 houses, or ranchettes, there gonna be 80, that’d be 90 . . . 

EB
60.

TF
90 trips a day on that road.  Be 90 trips a day.  That’s what . . . 

EG
(couldn’t make out first word) like your talking about 160.  Twice a day here.

TF
Okay, Some of the figure where you said 60, 160 coming in and out of there every day.  That’s not true.  

EG
That’s what their figures were.

TF
It’s 60, not 160.  But anyway.  Anyway, that’s how many traffics you’ll have a day, just in ranchettes.

EG
(couldn’t hear first word) will be nothing compared to this because that traffic we’re going to get is within an hour.  There going to be coming in – yes, they will because there’s a time of arriving and a time of getting off work.

DR
And shift changes.  Three shifts in a 24 hour period.

GH
Well, there’s gonna be fewer people at night than there will in the daytime.

DR
I’m getting back to the Ranchettes in Finis-Tierra we were talking about.  I know that’s been in the works a long time and I think that now, the way everything is moving, it’s getting so tight, to get anything that, first of all we’re talking about 20 to 21 ranchettes.  That wouldn’t leave any space for roads or anything.  That would be the very worse case scenario.  They may at the most, be able to develop half of that.  Because a lot of it is just junk land and there’s nothing really . . . or flood plain.

GH
Look at Jamul.

DR
Yeah, but its taking them . . .

Several people spoke up at the same time and couldn’t make out dialogue until:

EB
If you go look at Finis Tierra, I suggest serious, you drive up and look at it you’ll be aghast at what you see.

GH
Jerry and then Helen.

JJ
I just want to remind everybody that we’re strictly an advisory group.  We don’t have the final say-so.


And the second thing is that they have been up front with us trying to say that they would work with

the community, and try to work with our questions, problems, and actually future needs and thirdly, if I look at this as probably, maybe, the safest thing we could get in here as opposed to have something else . . . 

CM
(couldn’t hear what he said)

Several people spoke up at the same time and couldn’t make out dialogue until:

JJ
They could have other services that would be beneficial to us.  And that’s in emergency situations (couldn’t’ hear rest of sentence because of cross-talk).  Those are the . . . their going to have a fire engine up there.  That’s one of things they were going to put in.

GH
Okay, Helen has the floor folks.

HC
Well, speaking on the subject of development, and so on.  I just have a question.  Somebody may have the answer.  The Run for the Roses was applying to divide it into parcels.  And now they have a FOR RENT sign up.  Do we know what happened?

JH
Well, the . . .May I?

GH
Yeah.

JH
I sent an email to Jarrett Ramaiya, who is the head of that project and he has not gotten back to me yet.  I believe the FOR RENT sign is for the people living in the house currently.

HC
Oh, Okay.

JH
They have had renters there for quite a while  but I am waiting for an acknowledgement from Ramaiya on the progress of that currently because it is a concern to me.

GH
Now the – as I understand it, I look into that for a while and the last I heard they went back to the Property owner, the County went back to the property owner, and requested a different additional information and they had a time line to do specific things as far as meeting the paperwork requirements of the County.  Remember that the County is not there to issue permits, the County is there to process the paperwork for the permits, okay?  So, they did not supply them with the appropriate amount of paperwork by the specified time and as a result that project, at this particular time, is on hold.

R
Catch me up on a couple of, more than a couple of (couldn’t hear word).  The property is for sale, currently?  Am I correct?

GH
We’re talking about the valley?  Blackwater’s project?

R
Yes.

GH
Yes.

R
What is the asking price?  If I might ask?

GH
I don’t know but I think its in the vicinity of 3 or 4 million dollars.  That’s my guess.

R
If this community worked as a community, there’s ways to get around the purchase of the property for historical value, that to my understanding, that is one of the very few and original establishments here.  Keep it, even to purchase and donate it back to BLM land.  What would the whole entire community benefit from having that property versus a developer and I know that the same developer who has developed and is continuing to buy up property from Star Ranch to make it a continued aspect like they had the problem in Campo, I know about that whole fiasco.  But, if several people were interested what would, ideally, that property be used for?  Other than historical preservations, studies, education, something of that nature.

GH
The best scenario, would be that one of these developers that is developing downtown and has mitigations could buy the property and donate it to a land bank as a mitigation.  Now, there’s a number of reasons why that’s not going to happen.  Number 1, is the property owner doesn’t want to do that cause he has better offers.  The, you look at the large blocks of property that has gone to these land banks and they’ve been tax trades where maybe someone like Hazard, or Dailey . . . 

JJ
Dailey.

GH
. . . owed 10 million dollars in taxes and they mitigated the taxes by donating the property so they used the property to pay the taxes.  

R
What if the whole community owned it?

GH
Okay, now let’s look at that from a practical standpoint.  The general plan 2020 indicates that based on the available lots in Potrero currently, that the 100 % build-out for Potrero, in 2020 is estimated to be 1525 population.  Currently the population in Potrero is 857 with half that population, half, in Twin Lakes Park.  So once you say okay the population is really only 450 from a practical standpoint, and you start dividing 3 million dollars by 450.  I can’t afford it.  It’s not going to happen.

PR
Come on Gordon.  You’re hiding your money.

R
There’s a way for the township – I don’t know if we classify ourselves as a township?

GH
No.  We’re an unincorporated town of San Diego County.  

R
There’s various different ways to acquire that property where it would not go for homes or businesses such as this

GH
First of all the property owner has the final choice of who he sells it to.

R
Dollars speak.

GH
Right.  He had the opportunity to sell it to a developer and he was getting ready to do that when Blackwater gave him a better offer.  The Blackwater wanted to have a contingency in there that they’ll only pay him that price if they get their permit.  SO Blackwater is paying a retainer – a contingency fee for these couple years therefore the property owner is reserving the property until that expires.  But understand the property owner was ready to sell it to a developer.  So, Potrero is going to grow.  It’s going to, by 2020, the population of our little quiet community is going to be about 1525 people.  Where are they going to be?  This map we have tried to, essentially force that into certain areas.  Everything that’s green is 40 acre minimums.  This area out here, this brown color, is all government land.  No houses.  We have said okay.  We don’t want dirt roads bouncing over the hills through the dell with indiscriminant development.  We said we have five paved roads in Potrero.  WE want that to be, the development to be along the current paved roads.  As a result, Harris Ranch Road – 10 acre minimums.  Along various parts of Highway 94 – 10 acre minimums.  Along Potrero Valley Road – 10 acre minimums.  If you got up here in Round Potrero – Round Potrero goes through 40 acres and into 10 acre minimums.  But in these 10 acre minimums we have, already, existing legal lots that are only five acres.  And they’re existing lots therefore they can still build on them.  But there won’t be anymore 5 acre lots created.

JJ
No.

GH
If they’re existing lots . . . 

TF
Grandfathered.

GH
. . . they’re grandfathered in.  So, there’s still vacant lots up here in Coyote Holler, Horizon View, etc.  You’re going to have neighbors.  They’re going to move there for the same reason you did.  There’s nothing we can do about it.  They’ve got the same legal right that you have.  So, what is not going to happen in Potrero is some developer coming in, buying up the Tom Hom property and putting in tract homes like in Campo.  It’s not going to happen.  There’s a few areas in there – the environmentalists like to see a community core and then spreading out from there.

TF
like Campo. 

GH
So they’ve got four and five acre lots down in this area permitted.  This yellow place here is Twin Lakes Park.  SO this is what your community is being pointed towards.  And there’s been a lot of discussion about community character and no one has come up with, what I would call, an adequate definition of community character.  Is it the original Potrero village?  Of residents of Potrero Circle?  I hope not.  Is it the Lopez property?  I hope not.  Is it the Wright Ranch?  That’s more preferable to me.  But what is the community character of Potrero going to look like?  Okay?  And no one has been able to come up – when they start talking about community character I said, y’know, get real folks.  

EB
What is it?

GH
It’s – we’re talking about basically country ranchettes as being the best, the best we can hope for.  And unfortunately people buy a piece of property and they’ll go buy a mobile home and camp out on it.  There’s places up on Harris Ranch Road where they’ve got four and five small trailers in a circle the wagon type of thing.  Encampments.  I would hate to see that happen in Long Potrero Valley – er Round Potrero.  You talk about traffic and this one group, I forget how many kids are down there, but they come by my place at least, at least seven times a day and they have kids with different age groups and they catch the bus at different times and they’re up and down the road constantly picking up kids and taking them to the bus stop.  And so be careful what you ask for cause you might get it.


Okay – I would like to move onto job opportunities.  It has been stated to us that they’re anticipating,

at build out, that they’re looking at somewhere around 60 employees.  And I say, how many of those are going to come from Potrero?  And you look at the demographics and you say, okay, if we have a population of 850 and if 10 % of the community worked there we would have a potential of 80 people, right?  So, we know it’s not going to be 10% of the community because there’s not that many jobs.  Because of somebody, of the nature of the jobs, probably community residents are not going to qualify.  So we’re probably, in all likelihood, looking at a maximum, a maximum, of 5% of the community being employed there, and I have to say to myself, now, would I prefer to have them working there or driving down Highway 94 each day?   And, you know, I think that’s an easy call for the people who live on Round Potrero.  You know, they’d rather have them on Highway 94.   But for the rest of us I’m not so sure that we would prefer that.  I don’t know.  What kind of people are going to be working out there.  Well, there’s going to be some security people . . . 

JJ
Service jobs.

GH
There’s going to be people working in the cafeteria.  People doing the housekeeping in the bunkhouses.  Maintenance people working on the hydraulics for the targets.  Certainly be a purchasing agent of some type.  

JJ
Maintenance.

GH
Some clerical staff.  Groundskeepers.  There’s not going to be a lot of trainers because those are going to be coming up from the Sheriff’s department, and those types of things.  The Sheriff department is going to operate their own Code 3 driving program.  They are going to certify their own


Code 3 driving.  Same way with the Highway Patrol.  Same way with US Customs.  They’re going to determine what their people are going there for.  They will provide their trainers, so, their not going to have a big training staff there.  There are job opportunities however, for local people and I think that is one thing we want to keep in mind.

TF
He specified that he’d rather have locals than anybody else.

GH
Yeah.

MJ
Well, one of the things that you think would be some fall out as far as, you know, maybe some people going to local restaurants or wine tasting rooms or any of the other things that are available here, but I don’t know that there would be any real influx into community businesses because they’re basically staying there, they’re not traveling around, they’re just, they’re going to be in place, so they would not be using community businesses unless it was on the way up or on the way out or something like that.  So it’s, you know, it’s kind of a mixed bag.

GH
Right.  Well, the big question I think we need to come up with is how many jobs is too many.  And if you’re talking 5% of the community then we’re talking about somewhere around 30 or 40 jobs.  Is that too many?  I don’t know.  Okay, Jan.

JH
Are they, are they gonna do drug testing cause that’s gonna cut that number down even more (couldn’t hear rest of sentence because of laughter).

MPR
Yeah – they’ll have to pass their criteria.

GH
Okay – Jack.

JR
They’re probably going to because it is gonna be dealing with weapons and they’re gonna all be in some type of security (couldn’t hear word) for the most part.  There’s gonna be some kind of . . . 

GH
I’ve already heard the answer to that and its definite that we will.

JH
Okay.

JR
Then that brings it down to three possible employees.  

GH
Well, I don’t know about that.  

FPR
Oh yeah!

TF
Me, you and who else, Jack?

Several voices though laughter.  Me.  Me.  Me.

GH
I know at least 10 people in this community who are not druggies.  That are typic . . .  that I would say are employable . . . (lost rest of sentence from laughter).

JR
Who are retired and don’t want to work.  

DaR
I think that 5% is hugely optimistic and this is a security company and they’re not going to hire security and I think a company like this would want to remain secretive.  Why would they want, let’s say 5 people in this room, 2 ½ people in this room, on their property.  I wouldn’t want us on their property.

GH
Okay, let’s take a closer look at . . . 

DaR
In fact, the driving, are they going to only drive in the daytime?  They’ll be tearing it up until midnight.  That’s how they learn to drive . . . 

GH
Their drivers – their trainers will come with their students.

DaR
Sure.

GH
So the Sheriff’s trainers will come with the Sheriff’s students, the Highway Patrol trainers will come with the Highway Patrol students . . . there will not be a Blackwater personnel training.  There would be a possibility that they might hold training for the trainers.

DaR
It’s like a private race track for hire.

GH
Yeah.  Right.  Exactly.  And they’ll have the ability to flood it so that there’s water on the pavement and that type thing.  It will be whatever the contracting agency wants as far as Code 3 training is concerned, they will provide.  These plans have the track on there and it is a standard law enforcement training track. 

RS
That asphalt or dirt?

GH
Asphalt.  And uh, I’ll get to you in a moment, Jim.  What we’re going to have in the way of employees, are the people who are doing the laundry in the bunkhouses because these people are going to be coming in on a Sunday and leaving Thursday night or Friday.  SO there’s going to be laundry.  Not a big security issue there, but they’re going to have to pass a background check and drug screening.  The guy that sits out at the gate.  Now this is going to be a closed campus.  You’re not going to be able to drive into the campus and watch the – what’s happening.  You’ll be stopped at the gate.  The guy at the gate will probably be a local employee.  The cooks.  Probably will be local employees.  If they don’t live in Potrero they will probably come from Tecate.  What can I say, okay?  But we’re looking at somewhere in the vicinity, from a practical standpoint maybe being able to provide employment for 30 people.  Do we want that or do we want those 30 people driving Highway 94?

JJ
Or unemployed.

GH
Or unemployed?  Doing drugs.  The – so, and I don’t have an answer to that.

JJ
Well, he said that they normally pull in people from within 100 miles and that’s . . .

JH
One hour drive.

GH
One hour drive.

ES
(Couldn’t make out first part of sentence) like this.

GH
So that’s the bo – that’s the employment opportunities.

ES
I’m not going to drive 50 miles to get paid $7.25 an hour.  

JJ
Right.

GH
Will some of those people be the people that buy these vacant lots up in the Coyote Holler area?  Y’know, probably, good possibility of it.  But you’re going to have neighbors sooner or later, folks.  If you’ve got a vacant lot next to you by 2020 it’s probably going to have a house sitting on it.

MJ
Or a couple of trailers, at least.

JJ
That’s right.

JH
Gordon.

GH
Yes.

JH
Could you please define what Code 3 driving is?

GH
It is the red lights and siren, where they are chasing a somebody, a bad guy.

MJ
It’s cops and robbers.

GH
Okay.  Cowboys and Indians.  Good guys, bad guys.  And they will be pursuing them on that track.

LV
Now you’re talking about sirens and all that?  But that’s another one of those . . . 

GH
They don’t use the sirens.

LV
Okay.

GH
This is teaching them how to handle the car.

JJ
Thell, didn’t you have an ex . .. somebody that . . .  . . 

TF
Oh, my brother did.

JJ
Tell them.

TF
He’s a retired assistant chief in National City and they didn’t have a track here and he went to L.A. and they practiced up there and they had a big ‘ol lot and they went out and got junkers that had bald tires on it and they put oil on the asphalt with a little water, and then they chase the instructor and they take pictures the first day and pictures the last day and he said they don’t know how many lives they can save by them guys taking that course besides their life; besides people they could hit. And it was just, he said there was no comparison between the first day and the last day.

GH
The . . . where do they train today?  Does anybody know?

TF
College parking lot, ain’t it?

Several people called out places.

ES
Mira Mar College, isn’t it?

GH
(couldn’t make out name) College parking lot.  Quaalcom Stadium parking lot.  They set up cones, they do all kinds of stuff, and its totally, totally unsatisfactory and its totally inadequate.  They desperately, desperately need a training facility.  So they’re not training the Black Ops people here.  That’s in Moyock and will stay in Moyock.  What they’re training here are . . . y’know, they’re taking advantage of a business opportunity for training local law enforcement, primarily.   Thell?

TF
Okay, to talk about your question down there about hiring  people working on Government stuff.  I retired from North Island with 27 ½ years there and although we worked on military airplanes, I didn’t get to work on ships but I worked on the planes.  All of us were certified and we were public working on government projects so we’re civilians.  That’s the name of the game anymore.  You go to any facility probably in the Marines, how many civilians you got working there compared to the Marines?  You probably had a lot of them.  And North Island, even the Navy facility all their maintenance people and everything.  They’re civilians.  And that’s, so that’s why they’re not going to use their own people because they won’t be there 24 hours a day, then they got to give them a house and everything else.

GH
I asked Brian if they were going to be doing very much military training.  And he says, y’know, realistically, its going to be 95% local law enforcement.  He says,. probably what they will do, the military people that they do train will probably be the Shore Patrol, the law enforcement arm of the Military.

JJ
MP


GH
The MP for the Marines, SP for the Navy.  We don’t have any Air Force around so there’s no AP but, y’know, it’s, regardless of whether they’re military or not it’s probably going to be the police part of it.  There’s not going to be any combat training or Black Ops training, that sort of thing.  That’s all Moyock.  

TF
Should we talk about the water issue?

GH
You got a question about the water?

TF
Yes.  Okay, I haven’t heard, but a lot of people brought up the question about the amount of water they’d be using compared, y’know, what it would be - but my wife, Norma, she used to work in a chicken ranch in Campo years ago and they use a lot of water.  Every time they empty a house they wash the houses out and I think, unless we come up with some kind of a number of water they use now compared to then, I don’t think its going to be much difference.  They use thousands of gallons of water when they wash out those chicken houses.  

GH
They made the statement at their first presentation that the water consumption was going to be comparable to past usage.  

TF
That’s the reason I brought it up cause . . . 

GH
Right.

JH
20 acre feet is what they’re predicting.

GH
Right.

TF
Well they probably use that up there now.

FPR
They have lots of water there down in that valley.  (Couldn’t hear last part of sentence).

GH
Elenore?

ES
Why do they want to put it here?  Why of all places in California, San Diego County, why did they pick Potrero.  You can’t tell me there’s just as many other places just as acceptable.  

GH
Okay, Mary.  DO you want to address that?

MJ
Well, I think he explained that at the first meeting.  They liked this area because of, basically, the isolation where their people can come in and be trained and not be running off to try to do something else.  It is a, it is an enclosed, Gordon you used the word closed campus, so they will concentrate on the job that they have, they are to do the training and not to be going to the movies or going here or doing something else.  Now maybe there were other things but . . . 

ES
This is the only isolated place in all Southern California?  

GH
They have been doing a site search for quite a long time.  They have hired consultants to do site searches and one comment that was made to me, if you know of another location, bring it to our attention, and they’vejust have absolutely indicated that they have exhausted the possibilities and today, y’know, it’s real difficult to do anything in San Diego County.  Okay, we have a hand here.  Ma’am.

JE
I’m (couldn’t make out words) Blackwater Tactical Training Area?  (couldn’t make out word) ship simulators?  What does the law enforcement have to do with ship simulators and life-fire tactical?  

(someone spoke here but I couldn’t make out the words or who it was)

TF
The tin cans gotta get hit over there.

GH
Yes.

JE
The ship simulators?

GH
What kind of simulators?  Ship.

TF
Ship.

GH
Oh, Ship.  

TF
Okay, when he was there talking about that, when that destroyer got hit over there . . . 

JJ
The Cole.

TF
Yeah, the Cole, got hit that those people on that ship, even by the military, was not trained to protect the ship or what to do the ship – they was all in a state of confusion.  So that’s why they’re setting up a simulated deal, it’s just going to be a couple of, it’s not going to be a whole big ship, it’s gonna be like a cabin, like the main deck or something like that.  Small, to train these people how to take care

of the ship so there won’t be another Cole incident.  

JE
This indicates 10 spaces, 14 x  80 feet

TF
Yeah.

JH
Coast Guard.

(Several voices – couldn’t make out what was being said).

JE
So there’s 10 (couldn’t make out words) in that area.

(More voices and unable to make out what’s being said).

GH
Yes.

JE
So they’ll be like helicopters?

GH
No.  I’ll address that issue in a moment, David.

(More voices and unable to make out what’s being said)

FPR
So they’ll be helicopters flying in and out.

GH
No.  That was brought up at past meetings.  They’ll have a heliport there in case of a medical evac, for some reason.  They are required, required to have that type of an evac capability.  It’s not something they really have a choice or, and it was asked, are you going to be flying people in for training?  And he said its too expensive.  And it is a, it is for an emergency evac of some type, however they will be able, CDF will be able to use it, if needed, they will have a heliport there for emergency uses.

FPR
How many full time residents have they said that is going to be there? 

GH
You mean living on campus?

FPR
Total.

A voice said 200.

TF
No.  No.

JJ
Not 200.

CM
(couldn’t hear what he said)

TF
Okay, Carl.  She asked for permanent residents.

FPR
Permanent residents.

RS
Well, there’s three houses right now.

GH
Right.

TF
I think if I remember right, I think he said 6.  Seem like that’d be 6.  If I remember right.

FPR
So that’s the residents and their families?  That’s six houses.

GH
The, they’re going to continue to run cattle on the ranch.  That the cattle will not interfere with their operations at all.  There will be a wrangler living there full time.  For the cattle.  And the, watching out for those environmental concerns.  Okay – and the same concerns you were talking about earlier, so there will be a few full time people who will be there primarily to be the 24 hour a day eyes and ears.  Beyond that, everyone else will live off campus.  There is one full time resident who there currently.  Okay, Jan.

JH
I want to answer Elenore’s question form the last meeting and I have a transcript if you want a copy.


Don Lytle asked him, Why us?  And Brian Bonfiglio said, “That particular site has everything that I would want to have.  Minimal access, those big cliffs, all that chaparral for noise density.  People who don’t live,”  now this was taken directly so it’s kind of choppy,  “people who don’t live, encroachment for safety issues on three sides, they live on one side, the south end.  We’re not going to be firing in that direction.  So from a safety and noise standpoint it’s perfect.  That access control is great.  And it’s an hour from the airport, so it helps us out on our transport needs and requirements.”  And that’s a direct quote.

ES
It’s a dead end.

JH
Correct.

ES
There’s only one road going in.

JH
Correct.

ES
And only one road coming out.  How can this be a safety factor?

GH
There is a second route.

ES
Where?

GH
It is, you can take the SDGE road over to the Llelevier’s driveway and out.  I’ve driven it.  It’s actually a better road than Llelevier’s driveway.  

FPR
During fire season we all know how difficult it is to get in and out.  Additional traffic.  This last fire was pretty intense.

GH
Oh yes.  

TF
And they will have a full time fire truck there.  They’ll have a . . .

GH
They will make it available as an evac center for that type of emergency as well.

CM
If they have some sort of students there, that’s what the (couldn’t understand word) says, is that going to be every week or every week out of the month?

GH
Well, it’s just like a motel.  If you had a motel you’d want to book as solid as you can, right?  

CM
I know but how many . . . 

GH
They’re going to do the best they can to have that level – but, that is a function of economics and other things – will they always have that level?  Probably not.  But they certainly desire it and they’re going to do the best they can to 

LV
They probably will if you say there’s not that many facilities around here, yeah, they’re going to have


that all the time.

SD
Law enforcements growing.

CM
That’s lodging 200 people, but that’s really, the class is 360, I think.

TF
At full build out.

CM
That’s going to be another hundred driving up here every day.

GH
No.  Not every day.  Every week they come in on a Sunday – they leave on a Friday.  

FPR
(Couldn’t make out first word) 200 are going to live here.

CM
That means a hundred extra that’s . . . 

EG
A hundred a day coming in . . . 

GH
But they’re coming up in Cloud 9 vans.  It’s not a hundred cars every day.

CM
The Cloud 9 vans are people who are flying in.  

GH
No.  They have a contract with them to bring in the fly-ins.  They will also use vans to bring in the Sheriff’s deputies they’ll be Sheriff’s van, okay?  And they - the Highway Patrol.  They’ll come in, in Highway Patrol vans.  

TF
They’re 9 passenger vans, most of ‘em.

JR
At the first meeting didn’t they say they’d bring in small buses also?  

TF
Yeah

JJ
Yeah

TF
If they have a larger group, yeah.  

GH
They have already stipulated that they’re not going to have everybody driving up in their own car.

Two people spoke at once and I couldn’t make out what they said.

GH
That’s right.  Y’know, and the, that was one of the stipulations they gave the County early on, because of the road.

MPR
Well, it says in right here, and some of them will probably be (couldn’t make out rest of sentence) the remainder of students arriving daily via personal vehicles and arranged carpools.  

GH
Or what?

MJ
Or arranged carpools.

GH
Okay.  And they’re, they have emphasized the fact that they are going to do everything possible to, to do that.  Now are they going to keep their promise?  Y’know.  Give me a break, okay?  We have no control over that.   And, but at least we have somebody to complain to.

DR
Just going back to visit the ‘why Potrero,” and like you said, keeping their promises, and so forth, another possibility about why Potrero is, I mean, I just . . . I knew nothing about Blackwater. I went online yesterday and got thousands of hits and you guys, I’m sure have.  And it’s the gamut.  But their a pretty scary outfit, and if you look at any of those, any of those sites, it goes from the wild to even the military’s own websites and look at what they say about Blackwater.  It’s quite, I ask everyone to at least investigate that . . . 

GH
Oh, absolutely, y’know but that is not what they are putting this facility here for.

DR
But its 824 and some acres.  Once they have that 800 and some acres . . . 

GH
You can’t say that!  That is not what the permit is asking for!  All we can judge is what the permit is asking for.  The permit is asking for firing ranges.  Code 3 driving.

DR
I understand that . . . 

GH
It’s not asking for Black Ops, they have – they stood here and said we have no intention whatsoever of putting any Black Ops here.  

DR
That’s fine.  They have no intentions at this point of doing that and as an individual person living in America I just want to know.  I want to know more about it.  That’s all.

GH
Yeah.  No.  In Moyock, yes they have Black Ops.  They have explosives training.  They have an air wing there.

DR
And they use their gun range as an air strip.

GH
But, that is set up for that and that is permitted for that.  It’s not going to happen in San Diego County because the County ordinance does not permit that.  

JJ
Plus they have how many thousand of acres they have in North Carolina.

DR
Right.  They have, I know they’ve got 7,000 something acres.

JJ
It’s a different area.

MR
We probably have to worry more about a neighbor that’s probably either growing pot or selling methamphetamines than some guys that they’re going to be . . . 

JJ
I’d rather have that than a meth lab.

MR
Right.

GH
That’s right.  

MR
We probably have to worry about a neighbor than some guy down in the hole. 

GH
You have a better chance of getting a meth lab down there with a 40 acre ranchettes . . . 

MBM
You ain’t kidding.

General cross-talk.

GH
Okay.  We’re just about out of time and Item 5 – there has been some interest in some people visiting Moyock, North Carolina.  I have talked to Brian and he indicates that he thinks, and he didn’t guarantee, he said he thinks that if we have a contingent wanting to go to visit that we can probably get lodging in their bunkhouse and eat in their cafeteria.  As far as tickets are concerned, he said I’m sorry but you’re on your own their folks.  So, will they bend on that, but, I don’t know.  Certainly if people go there, and I plan to go probably in April and the Johnson’s, you’re going?

JJ
Possibly.

MJ
Possibly.

GH
We’d want to coordinate and give them a date and I would want to talk to the local city council as much in the surrounding area as we can to find out just what kind of problems they’ve experienced.  I would like to see their ranges.  See . . . 

JJ
What they plan for here.

GH
Yeah.  And just see how effective they are.  One of the things that they like about this it is in a valley and it is baffled, as opposed to Moyock being on level land and much harder to control the adjacent noise so if you are interested in going to Moyock, North Carolina and taking a look at their facility contact me and we’ll try to set it up.

EB
I’d just like to make one comment to Dania, if you don’t mind.  If they seem scary to you I would much rather have them there and knowing who they are, then having 40 acre ranchettes and not knowing who is moving into them.

DR
I understand that but if we’re talking about 40 acre ranchettes, people who are going to be buying those, they’re going to be expensive.

EB
And or renting off to . . . 

GH
I don’t know.  I’m a little concerned about what’s happening on Harris Ranch Road.  And, y’know, I can remember at least six times when the folks down at the end of Harris Ranch Road got raided.

JJ
And are they going to be any better drivers than . . . 

GH
I doubt it.

DaR
Do they have to do an environmental impact report?

GH
Oh yes..  They’re just . . . 

DaR
I think they’re going to have a tough time with that.  And I did not meet Brian but I’m bet he’s the front man, the salesman, for Blackwater (lost some of this due to cross-talk and shushing).

MR
Excuse me.

GH
Yeah, I know Brian.  I met him.  

DaR
He’s probably the nicest guy in the world.

GH
He’s an ex Black Ops type.  He’s got a pretty impressive background.  He’s not a person that you want to be up against in any type of an altercation.

DaR
One other thing.  Will the committee here be writing a report   To the City or to the County – like a recommendation.

GH
Well, we did one.  We’re going to follow this all the way through.  We’re going to pull the wings off this little bug and we’re going to look at it from every aspect and we’re going to be giving the County input all the way along and what I hope to do is to – I see the role of this group here as separating fact from fiction.  There’s a lot of fiction.   A lot of “they might do this.”  Okay they might.  Okay.  But the question is, what are they really going to do.  How much noise are they really going to generate?  That’s the kind of thing that I’m interested in.

DaR
Okay – cause it seems to be a hard line, of course I’m a NIMBY Not-In-My-Backyard and we drove 50 miles just to be here tonight and there seems to be a line that people are super positive on this and I’m confused why the positive affection for . . .

GH
What do you say super positive, could you be more specific?

DaR
I envision this to be the shooting range at Jamul.  Y’know, I go there on Saturdays.  I mean you think you’re in Iraq, and I’m not kidding.  And that’s where half of the Blackwater people are.  They are in Iraq.  

GH
Well they’re (couldn’t make out rest of sentence) yes.  And a lot of them have been killed.

DaR
More than they let you know.  But you ought to go . . .

GH
Is that bad?  

EB
Yeah – that range is mayhem.

GH
No, I’m talking about their training people for Iraq.  Is that bad?

DaR
I don’t know.  Do you want them trained here?

GH
They’re not going to be trained here.  

JJ
They’re a different group.

DaR
But you ought to go to the range in Jamul.  Maybe it’s the location.  I don’t think you need to shoot.  I think your biggest, baddest gun is not what you’re going to really hear there.  I think in five years they’re going to be shooting things off their shoulders.

MBM
Not here.

DaR
Well, if they could (couldn’t make out two or three words) go to Jamul.  Listen to the range.  You can hear it off the 94 – turn it just at the bottom of the hill. .. 

GH
I was in the military.  

DaR
Okay.

GH
I know what gunfire sounds like.

DaR
No one told the neighborhoods close to the shooting range.

GH
Of course!  I wouldn’t want one next to me.  Of course, I know what a shooting range sounds like.

DaR
We drove there.  It seems like every other, or more than that, properties are for sale on the way there.  That ought to be an indication of what people are feeling.  How this town (David didn’t get to finish sentence).

GH
But they are not disciplined shooters the way military and police officers 

DaR
Yeah, they’re taught to empty their gun every time.

JJ
Well, we have that in back of my house … back of Tecate there.

RA
And they do use that range in Jamul a lot.  Sheriff’s as well as some Highway Patrol. ..

GH
They’re desperate.  They use anything.  Any place they can shoot – they do.

RA
There is adequate up at Mira Mar (Roxane didn’t get to finish her sentence)

GH
No, there is not!  I know law enforcement officers who are having trouble keeping certified because of the lack of spaces available at Mira Mar.  We have . . .

RA
Mira Mar has the adequate facilities and land to develop those things.

GH
No they don’t!

RA
Okay.

GH
That has been . . .at previous meetings we had people who were in various branches of law enforcement, Potrero residents who indicate that they were having trouble getting enough time at Miramar To maintain their certification.  That it was rampant throughout their entire agency.  

RA
I’ve heard differently from law enforcement.  

GH
Okay.

JR
All of the shooting ranges up around Miramar have been shut down due to freeway building.  You can shoot up at Camp Elliot and that’s just about gone because of freeways.  And encroaching houses.

GH
Right.  Jan and then Mary.

JH
Well, in the Hotline you had mentioned that we were going to collaborate on articles on Blackwater. When are we starting and what are we going to start with because the Hotline is the 20th that we have to submit an article?  What do we start with?  Where do you want to start and do you want to start this month or next month?  Since the purview, well since you mentioned that we’re going to be pulling the wings off the . . . 

GH
Sure.  Well, we could do a small article for the 20th.  We just need to get together and come up with kind of an overview of what we talked about this evening and where we plant to go over the next 20 months.

JJ
The sound test would be

GH
Right.  Particularly the sound test.  That would be a good article.  

RS
They already submitted a sound test and they had a (couldn’t’ hear last part of sentence).

GH
Yes, they did.  They did the standard County sound test.

JJ
Nobody heard it.

FPR
You want to bet?  Nobody reported it.

GH
You know they got all the test results from the consultant that did it and that type of thing and it met the County standards.

JJ
They did it before we asked for it.

GH
But that doesn’t mean that satisfies my curiosity, as to what shootings going to sound like down there.  Two totally separate things.  Mary.

MJ
Well, we talked about the sound a lot, and y’know things change over time because I can remember when we didn’t have a lot of big noisy trucks going down Highway 94.  And a lot of people are impacted by this extra noise.  A lot of it by the trucks.  And we cannot stop them.  There are some thing that happen where you live near a street, and there are places in this country where are no roads and if I had to be away from it I would have to find a place where there were no roads that I could just be in there and the birds and me and everybody else just kinda go down the pathway.  But when you live near a city and you live near a road you have certain things that are part of what goes on in your culture and you may not like it but I don’t think we can keep everything the way it used to be 50 or 100 years ago.

GH
Yeah.  San Diego County is projected from the baseline of year 2000 till 2020 of increasing its population by about a third.

JJ
Yeah.

GH
Now, that’s going to happen and there’s nothing that’s gonna stop it.  And we are going to take our share and there’s nothing that’s going to stop that.  Now we’ve kept our shares as low as we can.  We’ve come up with 1525 based on the available lots today and we’ve kind of focused them into a specific area.  We’ve said absolutely, positively we don’t want these dirt roads bouncing over the hill and through the dell to 20 homes in the back country.  Now the – so those are 40 acre parcels out there.

DR
There’s also the (couldn’t hear words) of water.  And how that’s going to. . .

GH
Of course.

DR
(couldn’t hear sentence) the water . . . 

GH
The County has come up with the fact that there is plenty of water and to handle about 5000 population in Potrero.  We’re scheduled to have 1525.

DR
And everybody’s well’s are going dry.

MPR
Yeah.  

GH
Well, I think it concerns us all but we’re not saying we’re going to take 5000.  Even though the County says you can handle that.  

RA
Look at Twin Lakes.  That used to be full.  

GH
That’s right.  And is Twin Lakes gonna grow.  It can’t.

RA
Well . . . the water table (couldn’t’ hear rest of sentence). . . 

TF
Well, that’s runoff.  I mean.  We’ve seen it flowing for years.  We’ve seen it flowing over the top all the time and then all of a sudden it goes dry.  We’re just in a dry spell.

RA
And that’s also the water aquifer’s that are being impact. 

TF
Most of our water does not really come from here.  A lot of it does come from the rain.  A lot of our water does not come from here.  It flows from Big Bear and everything down here.  Up there on the other side of Campo in the mid ‘70s just before you got to Jacumba a guy lived down there had a bunch of oak tress.  The water flowed under his place, his well was only 20 foot deep, the water went under his property at 7 ½ miles an hour.  And that ain’t local water.  That’s force from other place.  I don’t know if it’s true or not but they put dye in Big Bear and it showed up in Mexico.  So . . . 

RA
(couldn’t’ make out first part of sentence) aquifers, and you’re going to tap into it and wells have gotten dry over in Horizon View.

TF
Yeah, well . . . 

GH
But we’re not going to stop people from coming.

RA
Well, the County does take that into consideration (couldn’t hear last words).

GH
Well, how deep is your well?

RA
672 feet.

GH
I had a similar issue on Harris Ranch Road.  People moved in across the street from me.  Dear people.  Love em.  They had a well that was about 600 feet deep.  I was only at about 450.   During a dry part of the year I had this big 10,000 gallon water tank and they were watering horses and irrigating here and irrigating there and my well went dry.  Well, my well is now a couple hundred feet deeper than there’s.

RA
So, y’know, we’re looking – I have another well that went dry and a lot of people’s wells go dry.

GH
But by the same token 

RA
 . . 5 gallons a day.  You’re asking this development of how many thousands of gallons a day is going to be pumped out of there?

TF
Yeah but what they’re going to be using and what they are using is about a tradeoff.  What the ranch is using now and what they will be is about a tradeoff.  

RA
But the ranch is using . . .

GH
There’s a chicken ranch down there now.  

RA
There’s no way you can compare what it’s using now opposed to how many . . . 

TF
Have you, okay, have you ever worked at a chicken ranch?  Have you ever seen . . .

RA
I have . . .

TF
Oh, well I have to and I’ve seen it and they use a lot of water and when you clean out the houses.  I’ve got on the hose.  I’ve spent days cleaning the houses out.

RS
They’ve got five wells down there (couldn’t hear last part of sentence). 

TF
Yeah.

RA
They’ve got springs down there, too.

GH
One of their mitigations is to clean up all the nitrates that have deposited in the area.  They’re doing a lot of work on the environmental end of it to clean up the mess that was created by . . . 

JJ
To clean up all the nitrates?

GH
Well, they’re working on mitigating that.  

TF
Yeah, well that’s another good thing for the land.  

GH 
And you know they’ve got quite a program in this to prevent the nitrates and that type of thing from the gunfire from contaminating the soil.  They’ve got all kinds of recovery stuff on these ranges to mitigate that.

RA
Okay.  Do we have this in writing?

GH
It’s right there . . .

TAPE CHANGE – Lost part of conversation.

RA
. . . water the chicken ranch is using now.  All these proposed words . . .

GH
It’s in all the studies that have been turned into the County of San Diego.  Help yourself.

JJ
(couldn’t understand first part of sentence)   the Indians only used 60% of . . . (couldn’t understand last part of sentence).

RA
Exactly.  And those are my relatives.

GH
Do we have a motion to adjourn?

MBM
Yes.

TF
We’ve got one question there, Gordon.  

DR
What about the property values (couldn’t hear rest of sentence).

GH
What about ‘em?

DR
It won’t be very desirable.  You’re probably going to have to sell your house up there now.

GH
Well, maybe Moyock people or Blackwater people will buy it?

Lot’s of voices.  Couldn’t pick out sentences.  

GH
They’re come in here and they’re going to look for places they want to buy and y’know, are they going to buy your place or are they going to buy the Lopez place?

TF
I’ll make a motion we adjourn.

GH
We have a motion to adjourn.  

ES
I got one issue before we do that.

GH
Yes.  

ES
Since the Union Tribune is not bringing newspapers anymore we need to tell them to come and remove all those little boxes.  They’re an eyesore.  

GH
I’m going to take my own down.  Well, they’re still delivering on Sunday’s, though, to some of us.

EB
Yeah.  They’re delivering the Sunday paper.  That’s all.  

JJ
I make a motion we adjourn.

GH
We’re adjourned at 9:08.

