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REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF INTEREST
EAST COUNTY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, LONG TERM TENANT
RFI No. 022-14
DUE BEFORE: 5:00 P.M., JUNE 16, 2014
BACKGROUND:
The East County Performing Arts Center is a 1,145 seat theater housed within a 35,000 square foot building built in 1977.  Originally constructed jointly by the Grossmont Community College District and the City of El Cajon, the college district operated it from 1977 until 1995 and the City from 1995 until 2009, when it was closed due to budget constraints.  The facility is now wholly owned by the City.  In 2012, the El Cajon City Council made a decision to move forward with investigating needed renovation of the facility and re-opening it for public use.  Since that time, analysis has been completed regarding necessary improvements and the City is now in the process of beginning the final design for major renovations to the East County Performing Arts Center with a goal of re-opening the facility in 2015.

At the appropriate time, the City will contract with a General Manager or Management Agency to operate, market, schedule and manage the facility on behalf of the City.  Prior to that, however, the City is interested in determining whether there are viable major prospective anchor tenants within the marketplace who may wish to utilize the facility long term (i.e. – five years or longer) in a manner more substantial and consistent than would be normally expected of a traditional rental tenant.

The City’s primary interest in a possible major, long term tenant is twofold.  First, to ascertain whether such a tenant exists in the marketplace which would assist the City in financially stabilizing the operation of the facility over the long term, as well as substantially contributing to the economic success of the community; and, second, whether different or modified improvements to the facility over and above what the City is already planning would be necessary to accommodate the major tenant. The City would like to know of such interest prior to commencing the physical renovation to the facility that is currently planned.

To be clear, this is not a request for a management entity for the facility, only a request for interest as a major tenant.

RESPONSE REQUIREMENTS:

The City understands that there may be a variety of different types of respondents to the Request.  Regardless of the nature of the respondent, any response to this Request must include the following:

1. Full legal name of the entity and names of all owners of the entity.

2. Name, address and contact information for both the Chief Executive of the entity, as well as the primary contact person for the proposal, if different.

3. A full, detailed description of how the entity proposes to utilize the facility, including a description of the days each month and times per day the facility would be utilized by the organization.

4. A description of any necessary physical requirements within or associated with the facility.   There exists adjacent to the facility an approximate 12,000 square foot vacant, buildable site, also owned by the City.

5. Proposed monthly or annual rental fee and any other proposed financial contribution to the City or directly to the facility, including any proposed payment of utility costs.  Include any expectations that your entity would have of the City for use of the facility.
6. Sufficient financial data, both historical and current, which would demonstrate the entity’s ability to meet the financial obligations of an agreement with the City over the term of the agreement (i.e. – minimum five years).
7. Demonstrate ability to obtain and maintain in full force and effect for the duration of any proposed tenant agreement, General Liability insurance, in an amount not less than $2,000,000, and Workers’ Compensation insurance for all employees and independent contractors as required by law.  Such coverage shall name the City of El Cajon and its elected and appointed officials, officers, employees and volunteers, by separate endorsement, as additional insureds, and shall otherwise comply with the City’s City Council Policy D-3, for insurance.
8. Any additional information that would better inform the City as to the nature, experience, financial viability, positive impact to the community or related details of the entity making the proposal.
There is no express or implied obligation for the City to reimburse entities for any expenses incurred in preparing Statement of Interest in response to this request.  The City reserves the right to reject any or all proposals submitted and makes no guarantees of further communication or process with respondents.

Any inquiries regarding this Request for Statement of Interest should be directed to:



Douglas Williford, City Manager



Via email only:  dwilliford@cityofelcajon.us
The facility will be made available for physical inspection upon request.


Statement of Interest must be submitted before 5:00 p.m., June 16, 2014 to:



City Manager’s Office



City of El Cajon



200 Civic Center Way



El Cajon, CA  92020

At the close of the deadline period, the City will examine any statement of interest submitted and may request additional information from any or all respondents.  The City will then determine next steps to be taken, if any. 
